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Statement on the Resignation of
Senior Adviser to the President for
Policy and Strategy Douglas B.
Sosnik
January 28, 2000

It is hard to believe that in just a few weeks
Doug Sosnik will be leaving the White
House. As happy as I am for Doug and his
wife, Fabiana, that he is taking on an exciting
new challenge with the National Basketball
Association, I am not looking forward to his
departure, because he has been such an im-
portant part of virtually everything we have
worked on over the past 6 years.

Doug has that increasingly rare attribute—
a ‘‘passion for anonymity’’—and a self-depre-
cating style that has made him perhaps the
least known, most influential person in our
community.

What is known about Doug is certainly
true: He has been an invaluable source of
policy and political advice for me and my
staff, a wise and steady counselor, and a reli-
able, yet not-too-successful, player of
‘‘hearts.’’

What is not so well known about Doug
is his sense of history and of the moment;
his humor and skill at bringing people to-
gether, cutting through the clutter and get-
ting things done; his desire to mentor young
and new staff members, many of whom have
Doug to thank, not only for helping them
join this administration but for helping them
succeed as well.

An expert in the combative world of poli-
tics, Doug represents what is best about poli-
tics—a recognition that the root of the word
is ‘‘people,’’ and doing good things for people
is what it’s all about.

He would never say it about himself but,
to borrow a phrase from his new life, I hope
that more people coming into careers in pub-
lic service will ‘‘be like Doug.’’

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 29, 2000

Good morning. Two nights ago, in my
State of the Union Address, I asked the

American people to heed the advice of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt at the dawn of the
last century and take ‘‘the long look ahead.’’
The long look ahead to the great challenges
we face and the great opportunities we can
seize in the 21st century. That requires us
to set new goals for our Nation and take the
right first steps to achieve them.

We must ensure that every child begins
school ready to learn and graduates ready to
succeed. We must help every family succeed
at home and at work—and that no child is
raised in poverty. We must make America
the world’s safest big country, lead the world
toward shared peace and prosperity and to
the far frontiers of science and technology.
And we must do all this while maintaining
the fiscal discipline that brought us to this
rare and promising moment we enjoy.

Seldom in our Nation’s history, never in
my lifetime, have we enjoyed so much pros-
perity and social progress with so little inter-
nal crisis or so few external threats, with 20
million new jobs, the fastest economic
growth in 30 years, the lowest unemployment
in 30 years, the lowest poverty rates in 20
years, the lowest minority unemployment
rates on record, the first back-to-back sur-
pluses in 42 years. And next month, the long-
est economic growth in our history.

It’s important to remember how this hap-
pened. It began in 1993 with a new economic
plan that cut the deficit while making invest-
ments in our people and our future. When
deficits fell, interest rates came down, mort-
gage payments came down, lower car and
student loan payments resulted, there was
greater business investment, more jobs, more
economic growth. So this fiscal discipline has
moved us from record budget deficits and
high unemployment to record budget sur-
pluses and unimagined economic strength.
Now is not the time to change course.

In the well of the House of Representa-
tives 2 nights ago, I challenged Congress to
move forward on important priorities without
giving up this fiscal discipline. If we will stay
this course, we can pay the country’s debt
off for the first time since 1835, over the next
few years.

Today I am pleased to announce that con-
gressional leaders from both parties and both
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houses of Congress have accepted my invita-
tion to come to the White House next Tues-
day to discuss how we can move forward to-
gether.

Let me say again, first and foremost, I
hope we can agree on my plan to pay down
the debt entirely over the next 13 years and
make America debt-free for the first time
since Andrew Jackson was President in 1835,
and then to use the benefits of debt reduc-
tion to preserve Social Security and Medi-
care; and specifically to make a bipartisan
down payment on Social Security reform by
crediting the interest savings from debt re-
duction to the Social Security Trust Fund.
That’ll keep it strong and sound for 50 years
and take in the lifespan of the baby boom
generation.

We also ought to agree to reserve a third
of the surplus to further reduce the debt so
we have the resources in the future to protect
Medicare. I want to dedicate nearly $400 bil-
lion of this projected surplus to keep Medi-
care solvent past 2025 and to add a voluntary
prescription drug benefit. And as I said a
couple of nights ago, we can’t forget the un-
finished business of the last Congress. They
need, still, to pass a real Patients’ Bill of
Rights, commonsense gun safety legislation,
campaign finance reform, hate crimes legisla-
tion, a raise in the minimum wage.

The state of our Union is the strongest it’s
ever been. This gives us the opportunity and
the responsibility of a lifetime to shape the
future of our dreams for our children. Our
chance to do good has never been so great.
Let us join together to seize this moment.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:41 p.m. on
January 28 in Suite 180 at the Granite Bank
Gallery in Quincy, IL, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on January 29. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
28 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast.

Remarks to the World Economic
Forum and a Question-and-Answer
Session in Davos, Switzerland

January 29, 2000

President Clinton. Thank you very much.
President Schwab, I think that it is an indica-
tion of the importance of the topic and the
importance of the World Economic Forum
that you have so many leaders from around
the world here today. I see, just scanning the
audience, the President of Colombia, the
President of South Africa, Chairman Arafat,
the Prime Ministers of Spain and Turkey,
and a number of other leaders.

We have here with me today the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of En-
ergy, and our Trade Ambassador. There’s no
one home in Washington to take care of
things. [Laughter] We have a large delega-
tion from the United States Congress here;
leaders from all over the world and business,
public life; the leader of the American union
movement, John Sweeney, whom I know has
spoken to you.

So I think that maybe the presence of all
these distinguished people in the crowd is
evidence of the importance of our being here
and shows, in my mind, one of the things
we need to determine to do as a people.

The World Economic Forum has been at
it, as you pointed out, for 30 years now. The
thing that I have appreciated most about
your deliberations is your consistent focus on
the future. For example, you spotted the net-
working of society before the Internet was
out of its infancy. Both Vice President Gore
and my wife, Hillary, have spoken here, and
I am glad, even though I am late, to finally
get in on the act. [Laughter]

Your theme, ‘‘New Beginnings: Making a
Difference,’’ it seems to me, is the right
theme. What I want to ask all of you to think
about today is, what does making a difference
and new beginnings mean in an era of
globalization? What are the opportunities?


